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ITEM DETAILS

Name of Item

Inter-War Residential Duplex

Other Name/s
Former Name/s

Item type
(if known)

Built

Item group
(if known)

Residential buildings (Private)

Item category
(if known)

Duplex

Area, Group, or
Collection Name

Street number

1

Street name

Berwick Street

Suburb/town Coogee Postcode | 2034
Local Government Randwick

Areals

Property Lot A DP 313214 (Parish of Alexandria, County of Cumberland)

description

Location - Lat/long | Latitude | -33.922401 Longitude | 151.251707

Location - AMG (if Zone Easting | 9692694.97 Northing | 4417497.286
no street address)

Owner Private

Current use

Residence (Duplex)

Former Use

Residence (Duplex)

Statement of
significance

1 Berwick Street, Coogee, is of local heritage significance as evidence of the re-subdivision of large
landholdings and subsequent suburban development of Randwick in the first half of the twentieth century
and following the construction of a tram line. The property is a highly intact example of an Inter-war
residential duplex within the area featuring dark coloured facebrick facade, hipped roof and hipped roof
awning clad in terracotta Marseilles tiling, timber brackets supporting the awning, front-facing verandah
with facebrick balustrade and round painted posts, bay windows, rectangular and semi-circular arched
openings with timber-framed glass shutters in decorative leadlight glazing, and individual mansard
awning over windows along the east and west elevations.

It was constructed for Kathleen Brennan in 1926 by architect Clement Glancey, who was the pre-eminent
architect of the Catholic Romanesque church buildings in New South Wales, and whose firm was
responsible for around twenty Romanesque churches and chapels between 1927 and 1942. Australia’s
first female architects, Rosina ‘Rosette’ Edmunds, who has been credited with many of the firm’s
Romanesque designs. Significantly Mr Glancey’s firm was one of only four employers to employ female
architects at this time in Sydney, one of whom was Rosina ‘Rosette’ Edmunds - one of Australia’s first
female architects.

The property has a strong historical association with the Cunnigham family, who owns the property from
1966 to date. The residential duplex is representative of Inter-war suburban residential development
constructed in Randwick in the first half of the twentieth century.

The structure is a highly intact example of an Inter-War residential duplex (similar to low-scale flat
buildings), including examples of interior fixtures and finishes dating from its construction in 1926. It
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represents intact architectural characteristics of the style that are now unusual and seldom found in the
area and are now “rare” items in Coogee.

Level of
Significance

State [] Local [X]

Designer

DESCRIPTION

Mr Clement Glancey

Builder/ maker

Unknown

Physical
Description

The subject Inter-War Residential Duplex at 1 Berwick Street, Coogee, is a double-storey structure
(partly symmetrical) with dark coloured facebrick facade presenting a low-scale flat building
characteristics. The residence has a hipped roof clad in terracotta Marseilles tiling. A similar hipped roof
awning, clad in terracotta Marseilles tiling, runs across the front and side elevations at the first-floor
level, supported over a series of timber brackets. The duplex has a front-facing verandah with a face
brick balustrade and painted posts on each side of the opening. The front-facing verandah is accessible
by a series of steps connected to the Berwick Street footpath.

The principal elevation of the residential duplex has a contemporary garage opening at the lower ground
floor level (or street level) along the east of the northern fagade, a principal entrance via the front-facing
verandah at the ground floor level and a series of semicircular arched window opening at first-floor level.
The entrance verandah in the duplex has a bay window with timber-framed glass shutters in decorative
leadlight glazing. The subject residential duplex has a series of traditional timber-framed casement, fixed
and contemporary windows with an entrance doorway along the west. The entrance doorway is a timber-
framed glass door with similar sidelights and a metal screen.

The eastern elevation of the residential duplex has a series of single and multi-shutter windows with
painted mansard awnings. The windows have timber frames with decorative leadlight glazing. A few
windows located at the lower ground floor and first-floor level have facebrick flat arch or semicircular
arched lintels. The western elevation of the subject residential duplex has similar window openings and
detailing with a mansard awning, leadlight glazing and facebrick lintels. The western elevation, however,
also has arched openings in the middle of the fagade providing direct access to the staircase from Mount
Street. The arches are supported over similar painted round columns located at the front-facing
verandah.

A small communal garden fronts the primary elevation to Berwick Street, with access from the street
footpath. The residence is bound by a dark-coloured facebrick boundary wall with curved capping.

Interior

According to the site images provided by the property owner, the subject residential duplex features a
number of internal detailing from its original Inter-War period, including decorative plaster ceilings, timber
door and window joinery with decorative leadlight glazing and timber fireplace that provide clear
evidence of the internal characteristics of the residence from that period. The property has key Greek
design elements throughout, including the Greek plaster ceilings and bathroom tiling design.

Physical condition
and
Archaeological
potential

Generally, in good condition externally, and internally as evident from the images provided by the
owner.

Construction years

Start year 1926 Finish year 1926 Circa L]

Modifications and
dates

Further comments
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HISTORY

The site, located on Lot A in DP 313214, is part of the land originally granted to Alfred Raymond Jones
two Crown Grants, dated 16 December 1856, comprising part of Lot 1 shown in DP5026, and allotments
18 and 19 of Section 11 of the Town of Coogee. In the 1880s, the area was subdivided, with Thomas
Edward Hall acquiring several parcels of land totalling 4a0r8'.p between 1883 and 1893. Hall
transferred part of his holdings to ‘The Commissioner of Railways’ on 19 October 1883 as a corridor for
a tram line and the north-eastern allotment to Rosetta Evans on 3 January 1905, retaining an area of
2adr 35p.

In late 1904, Hall sold part of the land, comprising the northeast corner (part of Lots 12, 13 and 14). On
23 April 1907, Hall sold the remaining land (two acres, three roods and thirty-fiver perches) to Clarice
Emily Florence Berwick of Enfield (married woman), who subdivided the land into 13 allotments. In
December 1907, the ‘Berwick Estate’ was offered for sale by Messrs HW Horning and Co. The Berwick
Estate was advertised for auction sale as “the cream of this beautiful suburb, with marvellous and
everlasting views of the ocean, situate at tram stop, Mount and Carr Streets”. The Berwick Estate was
advertised again for auction sale on 3 April 1909 by Hardie and Gorman Auctioneers and was promoted
especially to surfers and builders.

Lots 1, 2, and 3 of the Berwick Estate were respectively sold to Leonard John Dew (Lot 1 - 1910), Ellen
Mary Mills (Lot 2 - 1910), and Thomas George Hill (Lot 3 - 1910). Soon after, on 16 March 1911, Leonard
John Dew of Kensington (an accountant) transferred the site (Lot 1 DP5026) to Peter Treand, Edward
Nouyoux and Francis Morrell (joint tenants). In August 1923, Sarah Dixon of Gordon and Thomas Dixon
of Gordon purchased part of Lots 1, 2 and 3, totalling 147 perches.

Lot 1 DP5026 (present-day 1 Berwick Street, Coogee) was transferred to Kathleen Brennan in
December 1925. Mr Daniel Brennan (1866-1928), the father of Kathleen Brennan, the original title
holder for No 1 Berwick, had the duplex specially commissioned as a wedding present for his daughter
Kathleen Brennan (1896-1981). Mr Daniel Brennan owned a department store at 291 King St Newtown.
No 1 Berwick was so designed as a duplex that if the marriage did not work out, then Kathleen Brennan
would have an independent income by living on one level and renting out the other level. However,
Kathleen Brennan’s marriage did not work out, and Mrs Schrader (husband Christopher Schrader), as
she then was known by her married name, stayed on the property and enjoyed overseas sea voyages.

Kathleen Brennan moved to Darling Point, selling the property to the Cunningham family (John
Lawrence Cunningham and Catherine Cunningham) in December 1965. Cassie Cunningham (widow
of the first Labor Member for Coogee, Lou Cunningham), John Lawrence Cunningham (Alderman on
Randwick Council) and Anthony Gerald Cunningham (policeman) and Marie Cunningham (secretary
Brigidine Convent School) pooled their funds to purchase the property with separate mortgages. Cassie
and John lived downstairs, and Anthony and Marie and the four children lived upstairs. After the demise
of John Lawrence Cunningham, Anthony Gerald Cunningham and Mary Margaret Cunningham became
the joint tenants in half share. The Cunningham family has acquired the subject residential duplex since
1966.

The original drawings submitted to Randwick Council in December 1925 were prepared by Mr Clement
Glancey (architect located at 2B Castlereagh Street, Sydney), who was the pre-eminent architect of the
Catholic Romanesque churches in New South Wales, and his firm was responsible for around twenty
Romanesque churches and chapels between 1927 and 1942. Throughout that time, Glancey's staff
included one of Australia’s first female architects, Rosina ‘Rosette’ Edmunds, who has been credited
with many of the firm’'s Romanesque designs. Significantly Mr Glancey’s firm was one of only four
employers to employ female architects at this time in Sydney.

Rosina ‘Rosette’ Edmunds, who has been credited with many of the firm’s Romanesque designs, was
responsible for drawing plans for numerous churches and schools in Sydney and in the country districts
of New South Wales. Given that Rosette joined Clement Glancey’s firm in 1925, after graduating in
1924 (The University of Sydney - B.A. 1921 and B.Arch. 1924), it might be possible that Rosette was
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also responsible for the plans at No 1 Berwick Street; however, no clear evidence has been found to
date.

Following are the property owners at 1 Berwick Street, commencing 1926:
o  Kathleen Brennan, daughter of Mr. Daniel Brennan (December 1925)
e Cunningham family (John Lawrence Cunningham and Catherine Cunningham) (December
1965 - to date)

THEMES

National historical theme State historical theme Local historical themes

Building settlements, towns and cities | Accommodation Suburbanisation (Inter-war
residential development)

Developing Australia’s cultural life Creative endeavour Suburbanisation (Architectural
styles in Randwick)

APPLICATION OF CRITERIA

The residential duplex at 1 Berwick Street demonstrates the suburbanisation of Coogee following the

Historical subdivision of the nineteenth-century estates in the area and the period of prosperity in the Municipality
significance of Randwick following World War 1.
SHR criteria (a)

Based on the inclusion and exclusion guidelines of the NSW Heritage Manual, 1 Berwick Street meets
Criterion A as it

- Shows evidence of a significant human activity, and

- Is associated with a significant activity or historical phase
1 Berwick Street was constructed for Kathleen Brennan (daughter of Mr Daniel Brennan) in 1926 by

Historical architect Clement Glancey, who was the pre-eminent architect of the Catholic Romanesque in New
association South Wales, and whose firm was responsible for around twenty Romanesque churches and chapels
significance between 1927 and 1942. The subject residential duplex also has a historical association with the
SHR criteria (b) Cunnigham family, who owned the property from 1966 to date.

Based on the inclusion and exclusion guidelines of the NSW Heritage Manual, 1 Berwick Street meets
Criterion B as it

- Shows evidence of significant human activity, and

- Is associated with a significant activity or historical phase

1 Berwick Street is a good example of an Inter-War residential duplex (low-scale flat buildings) in

Aesthetic Randwick. The house exterior includes dark coloured facebrick fagade, hipped roof and hipped roof
significance awning clad in terracotta Marseilles tiling, timber brackets supporting the awning, front-facing
SHR criteria (c) verandah with facebrick balustrade and round painted posts, bay windows, rectangular and semi-

circular arched openings with timber-framed glass shutters in decorative leadlight glazing, and
individual mansard awning over windows along the east and west elevation. Internally, the residential
duplex includes Greek-style design elements, such as Greek plaster ceilings and bathroom tiling
design.

Based on the inclusion and exclusion guidelines of the NSW Heritage Manual, 1 Berwick Street meets
Criterion C as it

- Is aesthetically distinctive, and

- Has landmark qualities at the corner of Mount, Berwick and Carr Streets

The social significance of the site cannot be ascertained without undertaking community consultation.
Social significance | Notwithstanding, as an example of urban expansion during the Inter-War period, the site has some
SHR criteria (d) potential to provide a further sense of place and belonging to the local community.

Based on the inclusion and exclusion guidelines of the NSW Heritage Manual, 1 Berwick Street does
not meet Criterion D in this regard.
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Technical/Research
significance
SHR criteria ()

The residence contains examples of early twentieth century domestic brick construction details.
Although, evidence of earlier structure seen prior to the construction of 1 Berwick Street, given
consideration to the substantial masonry construction nature of the existing building, it is unlikely any
archaeological potential would survive.

Based on the inclusion and exclusion guidelines of the NSW Heritage Manual, 1 Berwick Street does
not meet Criterion E in this regard.

Rarity
SHR criteria (f)

The house is a highly intact example of an Inter-War residential duplex, including examples of interior
fixtures and finishes dating from its construction in 1926. These types of Inter-War residential duplex
are now unusual and seldom found in the area and are now “rare” items in Coogee.

Based on the inclusion and exclusion guidelines of the NSW Heritage Manual, 1 Berwick Street meets
Criterion F as it
- Shows rare evidence of a significant human activity important to a community

Representativeness
SHR criteria (g)

1 Berwick Street is representative of the Inter-war suburban residential development constructed in
Randwick in the first half of the twentieth century.

Based on the inclusion and exclusion guidelines of the NSW Heritage Manual, 1 Berwick Street meets
Criterion G as it
- Is afine example of its type
- Has principle characteristics of an important class or group of items, and
- Is part of a group which collectively illustrate a representative type of inter-war low-scale flat
buildings

Integrity

The exterior of the building is highly intact, exhibiting building materials and details (including hipped
roof, hipped roof awning and mansard awning, round painted columns and facebrick balustrade in
front facing verandah, bay windows, rectangular and semi-circular arched openings with timber-framed
glass shutters in decorative leadlight glazing) dating from its initial construction in 1926. Based on the
internal images provided by the owner, the integrity of the interiors also appears to be high.

Heritage listing/s None known.

INFORMATION SOURCES
Include conservation and/or management plans a ge studies.
Type Author/Client Title Year Repository
Written NSW Land Registry Deposited Plan 5026 NSW Land Registry
Services Services
Written NSW Land Registry Certificate of Title Vol. 2087 Fol. NSW Land Registry
Services 142 Services
Written NSW Land Registry Certificate of Title Vol. 3509 Fol. NSW Land Registry
Services 127 Services
Written NSW Land Registry Certificate of Title Vol. 1585 Fol. NSW Land Registry
Services 115 Services
Written NSW Land Registry Certificate of Title Vol. 676 Fol. 59 NSW Land Registry
Services Services
Plan Hardie and Gorman Berwick Estate Coogee — re- n.d State Library NSW Call No.
Auctioneers and L.J. subdivision of Lots 1, 2, and 3 on Z/SPIC30 IE
Dew 2nd December 1922 No. IE8947346
Plan Clement Glancey Plan of Residential Flats, Mount and | December -
Berwick Street, Coogee for 1925
Kathleen Brennan
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Written The Sydney Sun ‘Advertising’, p. 3. 15 December | Trove
1907
Written Sunday Times ‘Advertising’, p. 3. 28 March Trove
1909
Written Maurice Patrick Consideration for Heritage listing No | 2021 Extent Heritage Pty Ltd
Cunningham 1 Berwick Street, Coogee, NSW
2034
Documents | Maurice Patrick Annexure with existing imagery and | 2021 Extent Heritage Pty Ltd
Cunningham historical background information
(imagery and land title records)
Written Fiona Binns, Heritage Impact Statement—3and | 25 May 2020 | Urbis
Bernice Phillips 5 Berwick Street, Coogee
RECOMMENDATIONS
Recommendations | -  List as a heritage item on Part 1 (Heritage items) in Schedule 5 of Randwick LEP 2012.

Consideration should also be given to a group listing with adjoining Inter-War houses at 3 and 5
Berwick Street, Coogee.

- Additions and internal alterations to the rear section of the house are acceptable, subject to
consent authority approval of detailed documentation, and provided they do not detract from the
street presentation of the existing Inter-war residential duplex.

- Inter-war architectural features, materials, detailing, and form are to be maintained, including
timber framed windows (rectangular and semicircular arched) with leadlight glazing, hipped roof,
hipped and mansard awning with supporting brackets, and bay windows.

- Retain interior finishes constructed in 1926, including decorative plaster ceilings and cornices,
fireplace, doors and windows (including original hardware).

- Landscaped area, including facebrick fence and gate, between street boundary and residential
duplex is to be retained. The contemporary garage door can be removed or replaced.

- AHeritage Impact Statement should be prepared for the building prior to any major works being
undertaken.

- Archival photographic recording, in accordance with Heritage Council guidelines, should be
undertaken before major changes.

SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION

Name of study or Assessment of Heritage Significance — 1 Berwick Street, Coogee Year of study | 2022 -
report or report 23
Item number in

study or report

Author of study or City Plan Heritage

report

Inspected by Kerime Danis, City Plan Heritage

NSW Heritage Manual guidelines used? Yes X No[_]
This form City Plan Heritage Date | April 2023
completed by
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption View of 1 Berwick Street, Coogee from the corner of Berwick and Mount Streets

Image year n.d. Image by Provided by Image copyright | Maurice Patrick
Maurice Patrick holder Cunningham
Cunningham
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption Western elevation of 1 Berwick Street, Coogee facing Mount Street.

Image year n.d. Image by Provided by Image copyright | Maurice Patrick
Maurice Patrick holder Cunningham
Cunningham
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption Front elevation of Nos 5, 3, and 1 Berwick Street, Coogee (left to right).
Image year n.d. Image by Randwick City Image copyright | Randwick City
Council holder Council




Heritage Data Form

IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption

Greek style cornice at the interior of 1 Berwick Street.

Image year n.d. Image by Provided by Image copyright | Maurice Patrick
Maurice Patrick holder Cunningham
Cunningham
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption Internal view of bay window with timber frames and decorative leadlight glazing.
Image year n.d. Image by Provided by Image copyright | Maurice Patrick
Maurice Patrick holder Cunningham
Cunningham
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption Window design with timber frames and decorative leadlight glazing.

Image year n.d. Image by Provided by Image copyright | Maurice Patrick
Maurice Patrick holder Cunningham
Cunningham

12




Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Heritage Data Form

IMAGES - 1 per page

Image caption

Internal space at first floor level with original fireplace, decorative cornice and timber framed windows
with decorative leadlight glazing.

Image year n.d. Image by Provided by Image copyright | Maurice Patrick
Maurice Patrick holder Cunningham
Cunningham

13
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption Aerial image showing the residential context of the subject site in ¢1943.
Image year 1943 Image by SIX Maps, NSW Image copyright | SIX Maps, NSW
Government holder Government

14
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Framed plan of Residential Flats, Mount and Berwick Street, Coogee for Kathleen Brennan by Clement

Image caption
Glancey Architects
Municipality of Randwick (Plan No. 1709/25)
Image year 1925 Image by Provided by Image copyright | Maurice Patrick
Maurice Patrick holder Cunningham
Cunningham
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption Photograph of Cunnigham family.
Anne Marie , Maurice Patrick , Lucien Marie Cunningham, Catherine, Cassie (grandmother) Anthony,
John
Image year 1966 Image by Provided by Image copyright | -
Maurice Patrick holder
Cunningham

16
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption

Diagram showing the Berwick Estate re-subdivision. The subject site is outlined in blue.

Image year 1907, annotated Image by AW Love (1907) Image copyright | NSW Land
1971 holder Registry Services
i Plan o DP 5026
ots 1819 & part of Lots 12-17 incl of Sec
Coogee

17
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption Block plan accompanying Certificate of Title Vol 676 Fol 59, being the land consolidated on a single title
by Edward Thomas Hall. The land, coloured yellow transferred to the Commissioner for Railways.

Image year n.d. Image by NSW Land Image copyright | NSW Land
Registry Services | holder Registry Services
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption Coogee Subdivision, otherwise known as Berwick Estate, ¢.1907. Approximate location of subject site
indicated in red.
nla.obj-230154371.jpg.

Image year c. 1907 Image by National Library of | Image copyright | National Library of
Australia holder Australia
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption Berwick Estate, 3 April 1909. Approximate location of subject site indicated in red.
https://nla.gov.au:443/tarkine/nla.obj-230153789.
Image year 1909 Image by National Library of | Image copyright | National Library of
Australia holder Australia
| 4 =
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption Hardie & Gorman subdivision plan from Saturday 2nd December 1922. Approximate location of subject
site indicated in red.
Call No. Z/SP/C30 IE No. IE8947346

Image year 1922 Image by State Library of Image copyright | State Library of
NSW holder NSW
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IMAGES - 1 per page

Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting.

Image caption

Certificate of Title — Vol 3509 Fol 127. Approximate location of subject site indicated in red.

Image year

NSW Land
Registry Services

NSW Land Image copyright
Registry Services | holder

1923 Image by
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